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Book Review  

by RK Tiwari, JK Business School, Gurugram 

 

"Hello Beautiful" by Ann Napolitano 

"Hello Beautiful" by Ann Napolitano is a poignant and emotionally charged 

novel that explores themes of love, loss, and the profound impact of unexpected 
events on people's lives. With skilful storytelling and complex character 
development, Napolitano delivers a compelling narrative that will captivate 
readers from beginning to end. 

The story centres around Connor, a young man whose life is forever altered 
when a plane crashes into his house, leaving him severely injured and 
disfigured. As he grapples with the aftermath of the tragedy, he becomes 
isolated and withdrawn, struggling to find his place in a world that sees him 
differently. However, hope comes in the form of a chance encounter with 
Elizabeth, a woman who sees beyond Connor's physical appearance and sees 
the beauty within. 

Napolitano's writing is exquisite, evoking a wide range of emotions in the 
reader. The prose is lyrical and thought-provoking, effectively conveying the 

pain, grief, and resilience of the characters. The author delves deep into the psychological and emotional struggles of 
the protagonist, allowing readers to empathize with his journey of self-acceptance and redemption. 

The characters in "Hello Beautiful" are intricately developed and flawed, making them relatable and authentic. Connor 
is a particularly compelling protagonist, with his inner turmoil and vulnerability shining through. Elizabeth, too, is a 
complex character who undergoes her own transformative journey. The dynamics between them are tender and heartfelt, 
showcasing the power of love and compassion to heal wounds and rebuild lives. 

One of the book's strengths lies in its exploration of societal perceptions of beauty and the impact of physical 
appearance on one's identity. Napolitano raises thought-provoking questions about how we define beauty and the 
importance of looking beyond surface-level judgments. Through Connor's experiences, she challenges readers to 
question their own biases and preconceptions. 

While the pacing of the novel is generally steady, there are moments where the narrative feels slightly slow, particularly 
in the middle section. However, the richness of the character development compensates for this minor drawback, 
keeping readers engaged and invested in the story. 

In summary, "Hello Beautiful" is a deeply moving and thought-provoking novel that explores the transformative power 
of love and acceptance. Ann Napolitano's exquisite prose and well-crafted characters make this book a compelling read 
for anyone interested in stories that delve into the complexities of human relationships and the resilience of the human 
spirit. Despite a few pacing issues, the novel delivers an emotionally resonant experience that lingers long after the final 
page is turned. 


